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by his own people and fellow citizens, is becoming
known everywhere. [This was Con stan tine "VI,
Emperor of the East, who had been affianced to
Karl's daughter Rotrudis some eighteen years
before, but had been forced by his mother Irene to
break the contract. In 797, two years before
Alcum's letter, Irene had deposed him and put
out his eyes ; she was now reigning1 alone.] The
third is the royal dignity, in which the dispensa-
tion of our Lord Jesus Christ has placed thee,
more excelling in power than the other dignities
named, more clear in wisdom, more sublime in
dignity of reign. Lo, on thee alone the whole
safety of the churches of Christ has fallen and
rests. Thou art the punisher of crimes, thou the
guide of the erring, thou the consoler of them that
mourn, thou the exalter of good men.

Cf Is it not the case that in the see of Home,
where the greatest piety of religion once shone
clear, the very worst examples of impiety have
burst forth into view ? They themselves, blinded
in their own hearts, have blinded their own Head,
There is not seen there fear of God, or wisdom,
or love : what good thing can be there it nothing
of these three is found there ? If there had been
fear of Gk>d they would not have dared, if there
had been wisdom they would never have wished,
if there had been love they would by no means
have done, what they have done. These are the
perilous times, foretold of old by the very Truth,
because the love of many grows cold.

' f The care of the head must never be neglected ;
it is a less evil that the feet suffer than the head.

fc Let peace be made with those wicked Saxons,
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